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Hello BoSox Members: 

Welcome to the BoSox Club electronic newsletter!  We hope you enjoy this sub-
mission, and hope that you will stay engaged with the Club during this hiatus.  
Please take a moment to visit the new on-line store, and see the hard work and 
vision of board member Paul Marotta.   

2020 has been interesting to say the least.  On the bright side, we finally have 
some baseball to watch, although sadly not in person.   

The Board of Directors held a meeting via Zoom do discuss the 2020 year for 
the Club, and voted on several items.  Among them, we have decided to cancel 
luncheons for the remainder of the 2020 season.  At this point, with the limits 
on public gatherings, it is not feasible to hold luncheons.  The board also voted 
to retain the current board of directors for the year 2021 in light of the current 
situation.  It was also decided that we would apply any dues for 2020 to the 
2021 year.  The board will consider refunds of the 2020 dues paid in circum-
stances of financial distress upon written application to the board. 

We would like to thank Sam Kennedy for sharing his thoughts with us in this 
newsletter, and look forward to the time when we can see him in person at a 
luncheon again.  We will do our best to keep you informed of any happenings 
with the Club during this historic time.  We hope you all continue to stay safe, 
and enjoy what we have of the 2020 baseball season.  Go Sox !! 

Jim Parker, President 

Welcome from the BoSox Club! 

August 2020 

 

 



Greetings from Sam Kennedy, President 

and CEO of the Boston Red Sox 
 

Friends, 

 I hope you and your families are doing well and staying safe 

in these challenging times. I know I speak for all of my team-

mates at the Boston Red Sox in saying that we sincerely miss 

seeing the BoSox Club members around the ballpark. Baseball is 

back, yes, but without you all it is not the same. 

 What is most important for us at Fenway Park right now is 

to provide entertainment for our fans and to offer them an escape 

from reality. To do that, we have had to completely overhaul our 

operations at Fenway Park to make it as safe as possible for our 

players, coaches, and staff. All the while we are hard at work 

preparing for when all of you, the beloved members of Red Sox 

nation, can return to Fenway Park. 

 This season is different from what we are used to, that is for 

sure. We have not had the strongest start on the field so far. But, 

what I hope this season will show us is that no matter the cir-

cumstances, baseball is the one great unifier in our communities. 

So until we can all be together at Fenway Park, I thank you for 

your continued steadfast support.  

Go Sox!                                                                                                                

     Sam Kennedy  
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B o S o x  C l u b  

working with a variety of public 
health experts, infectious dis-
ease specialists and technology 
providers on a comprehensive 
approach that aims to facilitate 
a safe return. 

MLB has submitted a 60-game 
regular season schedule for re-
view by the Players Association. 
The proposed schedule will 
largely feature divisional play, 
with the remaining portion of 
each Club’s games against their 
opposite league’s corresponding 
geographical division (i.e., East 
vs. East, Central vs. Central and 
West vs. West), in order to miti-
gate travel. The vast majority of 

Commissioner of Baseball Rob-
ert D. Manfred, Jr. announced 
today that Major League Base-
ball anticipates beginning its 
2020 regular season approxi-
mately one month from today, 
on July 23rd or July 24th. 

The announcement follows con-
firmation today that the MLB 
Players Association has accept-
ed the health and safety proto-
cols that will guide MLB’s return 
to play and that players will be 
able to report for training by 
July 1st. The health and safety of 
players and employees will re-
main MLB’s foremost priorities 
in its return to play. MLB is 

Major League Clubs are ex-
pected to conduct training at the 
ballparks in their primary home 
cities. 

Commissioner Manfred said: 

“Major League Baseball is 

thrilled to announce that the 

2020 season is on the horizon. 

We have provided the Players 

Association with a schedule to 

play 60 games and are excited 

to provide our great fans with 

Baseball again soon.” 

Play Ball: MLB announces 2020 regular season 

  Virtual RBI 

The Red Sox Foundation has launched 
Virtual RBI (vRBI), which offers an 
online virtual resource for kids, families 
and coaches, with access to: trainings, drills, 
workouts and health tips. The site also 
gives access to a suite of resources to stay ac-
tive and healthy during this unprecedented 
time. Red Sox players and coaches, RBI student-
athletes and coaches, sports industry and youth 
development professionals provide access to 
role models in our community 
and beyond.   https://
www.redsoxfoundation.org/vRBI/#Home  

https://www.redsoxfoundation.org/vRBI/#Home
https://www.redsoxfoundation.org/vRBI/#Home


 

 

Musings by Dick Flavin 
BoSox Club and Boston Red Sox Poet Laureate 

RED SMITH ON BASEBALL 

How are you getting your baseball fix these days? There are great games being replayed on NESN and MLB-
TV - and replayed, and replayed, over and over again. I stopped watching them back in April sometime. I 
know them all by heart at this point. Roberts is going to barely beat Jeter’s tag. Torii Hunter is going to go 
head first into bullpen trying to grab Big Papi’s grand slam. The ball is going through Buckner’s legs – every damn time that game 
is on. And I don’t care what happened in a game five years ago between the Mets and the Royals. 

I’ve had to look elsewhere to feed my baseball habit – and I’m pleased to announce that I have found the answer. My baseball 
needs are being met these days by a writer whose insights, analyses, and lively prose are enough to satisfy the appetite of any 
baseball aficionado. 

And he’s been dead for 38 years. 

Walter  “Red” Smith, who died in 1982, was a sports columnist for the New York Times and, before that, the New York Herald 
Tribune, for a total of almost forty years. He was syndicated in more than 250 newspapers, which meant that he also wrote for a 
paper near you. He didn’t just cover baseball; he wrote on all kinds of sports – football, boxing, horse racing, even fishing - not so 
much on basketball, though, which he didn’t like very much. It was baseball, however, for which he had the most enthusiasm, and 
about which he wrote most often. 

He is considered to be the Babe Ruth of sports writers, which is to say the greatest of all time. 

A collection of some of some 200 of his columns on the game, it’s called Red Smith on Baseball, was first published twenty years 
ago and is still available. If you like baseball, and if you like good, imaginative writing, get yourself a copy - you won’t be disap-
pointed.  

He was witty, inventive, and passionate. Just as important, he was on the scene; his dispatches were not from a newspaper office, 
or some ivory tower somewhere, but from the press box. He made it his business to be at the events he wrote about, a holdover, 
no doubt, from his early days as a baseball beat writer, covering the Philadelphia Phillies and Athletics. And he made you feel like 
you were there, too. 

A piece he wrote way back in 1947, for example, about the release of a pitcher named Hugh Mulcahy by the lowly Pittsburgh Pi-
rates seems as up to date as today as it did when first written 73 years ago. It’s the human story of a pitcher’s career reaching the 
end of the line. In this case, Mulcahy – who, it turns out, was born in the far off and exotic village of Brighton, Massachusetts – was 
the first ballplayer called to military duty after the draft came into existence prior to World War II, so he missed four full seasons. 
When he returned, his best years were behind him. He had played before the war for bad teams, twice leading the league with 20 
and then 22 losses. His nickname, Smith points out, was “Losing Pitcher” Mulcahy. Both the player and the writer are long since 
dead, but Smith’s prose brings them very much to life, even all these years later. 

He was not without his opinions. For example, late in his career he raged against what he called the “loathsome” designated hitter 
rule. One wonders if, had he still been around in Big Papi’s heyday, he would be quite so outspoken about it now. 

Several weeks ago this space was filled with the tale of the seventh game of the 1946 World Series and how its outcome hinged, 
not on the big-name stars on the opposing sides, Ted Williams and Stan Musial, but on Dom DiMaggio and Enos Slaughter. One of 
the columns in Smith’s book is datelined October 15, 1946, the morning of that game. It is almost clairvoyant in its advice to read-
ers to keep and eye on DiMaggio and Slaughter in the game to be played that afternoon. 

He wasn’t always right in what he wrote. He came down hard on Muhammed Ali for refusing induction into the military during 
the Vietnam War, calling him a showboater and a draft-dodger. But when it became apparent that Ali had acted out of principle, 
even though it cost him his heavyweight title and millions of dollars in income, Smith publicly recanted, saying in print that Ali 
was a great champion and a great man. 

As is the case with so many great writers, Red (he detested his given name and always used his nickname in his byline) was often 
quoted by others. One frequently cited observation of his is, “Ninety feet between home and first base may be the closest that man 
has ever come to perfection.” It’s crisp, to the point, and the more you think about it, the truer it is. 

College professors often used his columns to teach clear, concise writing. In 1976 he was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for commen-
tary. Imagine that, a lowly sportswriter being chosen over all those thumb-twiddling deep thinkers who tell us what they think we 
should think about world affairs and the human condition. 

He accomplished everything that he did while writing, usually against deadline, from his seat in the press box, or at ringside, or 
wherever the contest of the moment was being waged, and he managed to be both literate and entertaining. The amazing thing is 
that he made it all look so effortless – which, of course it wasn’t. As he famously observed, “Writing is easy. Just sit in front of a 
typewriter, open a vein, and bleed it out drip by drip.” 

In 1981 the Associated Press Sports Editors established an award to be presented annually to a writer or editor for “outstanding 
contributions to sports journalism.” Who better to choose as the award’s first recipient than Red Smith? And what better name to 
give the award than the Red Smith Award? 

You know you have to be pretty good when they give you an award that’s named after you. 

 



BoSox Club Merchandise! 
The Red Sox are in the process of filling our order for 
2020 Media Guides.  If you would like to order one, mail 
a check for $5.00 to cover postage, along with your 
name and mailing address, to: BoSox Club – P.O. Box 396 
– Hanson, MA  02341.  Requests will be filled on a first-
come, first-served basis, as our supply may be limited 
due to the constraints of Covid-19.  If you have already 
submitted payment for shipping of a Media Guide, you 
will be at the top of the list for shipping.  Media Guides 
will be mailed out as soon as we are able.  If you have 
any questions, please email info@bosoxclub.org. 

R e d  S o x  M e d i a  G u i d e s  f o r  2 0 2 0  

 

 

Pictures from 2019 

Mike Vining’s FCA Radio Show 

Highlights! 

Check out recent interviews by BoSox Club 
Past President Mike Vining on WDER Radio! 

 

Watch recent interviews with Rico Petrocel-
li, Steve Burton, Mark Shafer, Ken “The 
Hawk” Harrelson and upcoming interviews 
with Trot Nixon and Michael Chavis. 

 

https://www.mixcloud.com/
WDERRadio/               

Welcome to a new way to order BoSox Club merchandise! 

There are 35 items for men, women and youth.  We have both short 
and long sleeve tee shirts, polo shirts for both men and women, and 
there is a new shirt style this year!  We have a spring and fall jacket 
collection, and of course sweatshirts, bags, and two new blankets! 
Also, we have a golf towel and last but not least, a great coffee 
mug!  Watch for additional new items in the coming months!  Most 
of these items are ONLY available to order here online, and will not 
be available at our luncheons.  At this time, all orders will be placed 
on hold until our vendor is allowed to re-open up for busi-
ness.  However, orders on hold will be given first priority at that 
time, so ORDER NOW!  Go to our website at www.bosoxclub.com 
and click on BoSox Merchandise  at the top. 

 

 

 

mailto:info@bosoxclub.org
https://www.mixcloud.com/WDERRadio/
https://www.mixcloud.com/WDERRadio/


BoSox Club Partners with the Great Fenway 
Park Writers Series 

 

 

To our Friends - On behalf of the BoSox Club team, we are sending well wishes to anyone impacted 

by the spread of Covid-19. We hope that you are taking necessary precautions to remain healthy 

and safe. The events in the past weeks have been unprecedented and unsettling, but we want to 

take the time to tell you how grateful we are for your continued support. We will continue our reg-

ular emails keeping you updated. We are sending our thoughts to all of you. Well wishes.  

A note to Our Friends 

AT THIS TIME, DUE TO COVID-19, ALL BOS-
OX CLUB LUNCHEONS AND EVENTS HAVE 
BEEN CANCELLED THROUGH THE END OF 

2020.  THANK YOU, AND BE SAFE. 

The BoSox Club is once again proud to partner with 

the Great Fenway Park Writers Series for the re-

launch of these exciting events. 

Below is a link to their webpage, where you will find 

information about how to register for events and 

purchase books. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

w w w . f e n w a y p a r k w r i t e r s . o r g  

Books by Bill Nowlin … check them out! 

Bill Nowlin was born and raised in Boston. He is a former board member of the BoSox Club, and the author of over 

twenty-five Red Sox–related books, including Red Sox by the Numbers and Fenway Park at 100. In 2004, Bill was elect-

ed vice president of the Society for American Baseball Research (SABR).   


